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ALCOHOL.THINK AGAIN CAMPAIGN 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.08 pm]: On 10 November 2018, 
the Minister for Health; Mental Health launched a new Alcohol.Think Again campaign, asking parents not to give 
alcohol to teenagers. Alcohol.Think Again is part of a comprehensive strategy that aims to reduce the level of 
alcohol-related harm and ill health in Western Australia. The McGowan government is committed to influencing 
community attitudes around alcohol and reducing alcohol-related harm in Western Australia by investing in 
preventive measures such as this campaign. 

Alcohol can increase the risk of injury and mental health issues, and cause permanent damage to the developing 
brain. For these reasons, the National Health and Medical Research Council’s national alcohol guideline for 
children and young people under 18 years of age states that not drinking alcohol is the safest option. Teenagers 
rely on parents to act as parents and prioritise their children’s health and safety. Through the voices of teenagers, 
this campaign encourages parents to say no if their teenager asks for alcohol. With four media bursts  
throughout 2019, the campaign will be led by television advertising and supported by digital, paid search, social 
media and cinema.  

Preventing harm from alcohol use among young people is a key priority for the McGowan government. Healthway 
has provided additional funds of $2.159 million to extend the campaign until 2021, and during 2018, the McGowan 
government has invested over $510 000 in this new public awareness campaign. Earlier this year, the minister 
convened the Preventive Health Summit at which Alcohol.Think Again and its associated campaigns received 
praise from public health experts. Since the summit, the McGowan government has introduced the ban of alcohol 
advertising on public transport, which has seen alcohol advertising on train infrastructure stop, and it is being 
phased out on buses from March 2019. We have restricted alcohol in some remote areas following calls from 
community leaders to reduce alcohol-related harm. We have also just released the “Western Australian Mental 
Health Promotion, Mental Illness, Alcohol and Other Drug Prevention Plan 2018–2025”, which will provide 
a guide for the development and implementation of strategies to promote mental health and wellbeing, and prevent 
mental health, alcohol and other drug–related issues in the Western Australian community. I commend the 
campaign to members. 
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